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It’s been a busy term in all of our 
schools and, as always, we are hugely 
grateful to all colleagues for your 
tremendous efforts in supporting our 
‘Achieving Excellence’ mission.

We have seen lots of collaborative 
ventures across the Trust since the 
start of the academic year, including 
a residential trip for students to 
Homerton College, Cambridge, and 
a student leadership event for Sixth 
Formers at New York Stadium.  We 
look forward to many more such 
opportunities for students in the 
months ahead.

CROSS-TRUST 
COLLABORATION

We are striving to ensure that we realise the full 
potential and capacity of our teams of experts 
across our three academies.

In practice, this means bringing colleagues 
together so that they can share and develop best 
practice, and support and challenge each other to 
enhance our offer to the students/communities 
that we serve.

Amongst other things, we have been delighted with 
the outcomes of our regular Principals’ Meetings, 
our Post-16 Strategy Meetings and the early work 
of our Core Subject Networks.

The Networks are led by Ruth Garbutt, Trust 
Senior Leader (Maths and Science) and Jan Kemp, 
Consultant Leader (English). Their aim is to develop 
the very best programmes of study, produce high 
quality assessment activities that can be used in 
all academies, promote events that bring students 
together from across the Trust and provide 
opportunities for the standardisation of assessed 
work throughout the year to improve accuracy.  
We know that these Core Subject Networks are 
valued by colleagues, and we will seek to develop 
further networks in due course.

leap-mat.org.uk  @leap-mat



2

LEAP ROUNDUP ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE

3

BRINSWORTH ACADEMY

SUCCESS AT NCS 
AWARDS EVENING
Brinsworth Academy have been supporting the National Citizen Service 
since 2014. We encourage as many of our students as possible to take part 
and challenge themselves, taking responsibility for their own actions and 
personal development. Hundreds of Year 11 students have participated 
during their summer holiday in the 4-week programme, which gives them 
the opportunity to meet new people and gain a real sense of independence 
whilst doing something truly inspiring.

This year, Brinsworth Academy were awarded the NCS Champion School 
Gold Award in recognition of the numbers of students involved in the 
NCP programme in 2018; 40% of the year group took part, which is 
phenomenal! 

Brinsworth students have experienced unforgettable moments whilst on 
the scheme. Charlotte was part of a group who, as part of their social 
action project, wrote and recorded a song that raised over £2000 for 
Rotherham teen homeless charity Safe@Last. The song entered the iTunes 
chart and the group visited Twitter HQ to be awarded with the NCS 
Social Action Star Award by Jess Glynne.

Wajeeha, Sinead and Brogan were part of another group who were 
featured on the BBC ‘Crossing Divides’ series, demonstrating how they 
overcame social divides in the area to form friendships across different 
communities through NCS.

ECKINGTON SCHOOL

TABLE TENNIS INSPIRES JACK
Jack started playing table tennis after developing an interest during lesson time 
in GCSE PE in Y9. In December 2017 he started attending the GCSE table 
tennis club, which is coached by Pete Gascoigne, a qualified coach with many 
years’ experience. Jack was then inspired to join the Colin Deaton Table Tennis 
Club at Staveley, where he has gone on to play in the Chesterfield and District 
Adult League. 

He currently plays in Division 4 and has a fantastic win record of 75%. He 
trains there twice a week and has also been training at Abbeydale Table Tennis 
Club in Sheffield, where he trains with players in Division 1 of the Sheffield 
Junior League. His win record in the Sheffield League is a staggering 95%.

ECKINGTON SCHOOL

SKATING SISTERS
Lauren Martin and Aimee Buccieri are members of 
the Sheffield Synchronised Skating Academy. They 
started off their season by competing at Lee Valley 
Ice Rink in London. Lauren describes synchronised 
skating as a great opportunity to make new friends 
and is very enjoyable. It requires lots of practice as a 
team, but also much individual practicing of skating 
skills. Aimee said the team were proud of their 
performance, which is a routine choreographed to 
the music of the Lion King.

DINNINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

NOT SO GRIMM AT 
DINNINGTON
Year 7 at Dinnington High have had an amazing 
opportunity to get super creative and apply their 
ever-developing writing and oracy skills. So far, just 
over half of the English groups have had a free 
day trip to Grimm & Co. in Rotherham to inspire 
their story writing. This is a literacy charity who run 
workshops designed to engage and encourage even 
the most reluctant readers. On each visit, students 
have been greeted by the magical workers and 
given a tour of the apothecary, which sells an array 
of fantastical creations (tins of disappointment, 
concentrated concentration, giant belly button 
cleaners). Pupils then go through a secret door and 
learn the story of Graham Grimm, who believes 
all children have amazing imaginations and possess 
great storytelling abilities. They are then led upstairs 
to the writing pad, where the magical workers help 
them to write a story. 

The students love being heckled by the voice of 
a witch (Griselda) who believes that Dinnington 
children can’t write good stories (obviously she 
keeps being proven wrong at the end). Starting 
with creating a character, the students discuss the 
qualities together and an in-house illustrator draws 
what they describe.

All the students’ ideas are typed by a scribe for the 
first part. Next, they are put into smaller groups, 
with a scribe to create the settings and introduce 
the problem. Each group offers feedback ideas 
and the students vote (anonymously) on their 
favourite opening. Every time so far, students have 
been so impressive with their ideas and their ability 
to explain them to everyone else.

Different groups then devise the next bit and 
create a cliffhanger; students vote on their 
favourite. Finally, students work independently to 
write the ending.

Each section is illustrated as the students share their 
ideas. Random pupils are selected to read out their 
endings and Griselda provides positive feedback, 
to rapturous applause from the other students. 

Each student receives a published version of their 
book. It is bound with illustrations and contains the 
class story with their own original ending.

As a final reward to celebrate their creativity they 
slide down the amazingly fast beanstalk slide.

Grimm & Co. have been bowled over by our 
‘amazing’, ‘imaginative’ students and their ‘quirky 
ideas’. Mrs Evans, who keeps giving up her day off 
to take students on this amazing trip, said, “It is such 
a magical environment; each student is encouraged 
to share their ideas without fear of failure and the 
emphasis is on fun and creativity. It is just writing 
for enjoyment and it has been really successful.” 
Mrs Marsh-Morgans, Joint Head of English, said, 
‘My class’s creative writing was massively improved 
on the day and I think it has improved my class’s 
confidence in sharing their work.’ Through the 
combination of Mrs Evans’ time and with the 
phenomenal financial support of her husband’s 
company, we have been able to make this a free 
trip for every Y7 pupil.

Year seven students 
having a great time in 
the magical atmosphere 
of Grimm and Co, getting 
creative, sharing ideas 
and developing their 
storytelling skills. 
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BRINSWORTH ACADEMY

REGIONAL 
SCHOOLS 
COMMISSIONER 
EVENT
LEAP was delighted to host the DfE’s South Yorkshire 
Multi-Academy Trust Network at Brinsworth on 
19 October 2018.  This allowed us to showcase 
and promote our Trust to a range of stakeholders 
in education from the area.  In our promotional 
material, we included images of students from all of 
our academies and many delegates took the time 
to find out more about LEAP.

ECKINGTON SCHOOL

MARTIAL ARTS 
DUO HUNGRY FOR 
MORE TITLES
Alicia and Louie started martial arts when they 
were three years old and have competed all over 
the world, including Ireland, Spain, Italy, and the 
USA. They train in traditional karate and also in 
musical martial arts, where they perform a fast-
paced routine to music.  

They are part of Team Unite UK and train five days 
a week. In addition, they have lessons via Skype 
from their teacher in America. They also use their 
skills to teach other students and give private 
lessons to them.  

In 2016 both Louie and Alicia were recognised 
by one of the best teams in America and were 

asked to join their team, Amerikick, to compete in 
the USA. Whilst competing in America both Alicia 
and Louie won their age division, bringing home 
5ft trophies, which were not easy to transport on 
the plane! 

They are currently working hard, as the biggest 
competition in the UK is this weekend and both 
will be defending their Grand Champion titles. 
Next year they will be competing in Chicago, 
Dublin and Florida. 

Louie and Alicia hold British, Irish Open, US Open, 
European and World titles. 

Louie was also asked to compete in Paris in a 
10,000-seat arena, which was televised on French 
TV last year. It was an amazing atmosphere and 
the place erupted as he was announced as the 
winner. As a result of that appearance, he was 
contacted to perform on France’s Got Talent. Louie 
and family felt very honoured as the company 
arranged everything for Louie, including flights, 
accommodation and transport.

ECKINGTON SCHOOL

STUDENTS ATTEND SPORTS 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Twelve students from Year 10 represented the school as Sports Ambassadors 
at the Silver Ambassador conference held at the Sports Direct headquarters 
in Shirebrook. Many schools from North East Derbyshire, the Bolsover district 
and Chesterfield attended the event. Grace Wood, one of the leaders, said 
that the day was very thought-provoking and that it was interesting to see the 
different sides of leadership. Jack Walker, another of Eckington’s sports leaders, 
said their plans are to increase the profile of sport around the school.

ALWAYS STRIVING FOR

EXCELLENCE
PUTTING STUDENTS AT THE HEART OF EVERYTHING WE DO


